Malcolm Middleton’s Long Dark Night – Oran Mor, Glasgow, Thursday 10th December
It’s perhaps unfortunate that Malcolm Middleton’s embracing of the long dark nights of winter that fit in with his miserable image coincide with Christmas. Oran Mor is liberally covered in seasonal decorations and the stage that he takes to has only hours earlier seen the venue’s annual pantomime.

There’s no way to avoid mentioning Middleton’s former band, Arab Strap, as his ex-bandmate Aidan Moffat is the evening’s support act. He dedicates several songs “About shagging,” to recently disgraced golfer Tiger Woods, “The dirty bastard.”

When Middleton comes on stage he parks himself on a stool, from where he never moves for the entirety of his 90 minute set. This is the last night of Middleton’s UK winter acoustic tour, and it’s being recorded, he tells us, for a potential live album. We’ve not to worry though, as he’ll insert the crowd noise from Iron Maiden’s live album ‘Live After Death’.
“Thanks for coming, I hope no one gets too depressed or upset,” he offers, before launching into ‘Cheer Down’. The room is made up pretty much of hardcore fans, at this stage in his career, and let’s face it with his reputation as a miserable bastard, there’s little chance of new fans being created in any number. So, each song is greeted like an old friend, by those in the audience who aren’t conducting their own conversations throughout that is. There’s plenty of ‘Shooshing’ and ‘Shut ups’ going on around the venue. 
Requests are invited, although that mainly results in audience members trying to shout over each other. “Right, that’s just a noise,” Middleton chastises from the stage, “Do you really want ‘Cold Winter’? Is that not too depressing?”

Last year’s push for the Christmas number one slot ‘We’re All Going to Die’ is cheerfully knocked out along with his other Christmas song, ‘Burst Noel’. “I hope youse didnae come here expecting a Christmas Party.”
Far from being miserable Middleton reckons that his songs are uplifting and when you get really down to it tunes like ‘Blue Plastic Bags, ‘Red Travellin’ Socks’ and ‘Four Cigarettes’ are really quite tender, touching things.

“I need to go to the pub soon and I don’t do encores, so this is it,” he says by way of announcing the closing few songs. He finishes with ‘Devil and the Angel’ from his debut album having thanked us for coming out to see him, “When it’s so cold and shite outside.” It has, however, been quite warm and good inside.
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