Primal Scream, Secret Gig, ABC2 Glasgow, 7th July 2008 4 Stars

This secret gig by the Scream is the undoubted hot ticket on this rainy night in Glasgow as members of Belle and Sebastian and um, Del Amitri join the queue outside. Bobby Gillespie and his merry band are warming up for their T in the Park appearance by playing the smaller 350 capacity stage at the converted cinema which has now become one of the city’s best live music venues.

Primal Scream’s popularity shows no signs of abating even after more than a quarter of a century in business, and so it is that the room is bursting with anticipation to see the group play live. The band finally take to the stage around 9.45 and begin by belting out the new single ‘Can’t Go Back’.

Although it’s a free show to competition winners and guests the band give it their all and play a spirited 90 minute set. Material from the new album such as the title track ‘Beautiful Future’ and ‘Suicide Bomb’ sit comfortably alongside classic Scream tunes, ‘Swastika Eyes’ and ‘Rocks’.

Much to my delight they play the 1990 single ‘I’m Losing More Than I’ll Ever Have’ the song which spawned their breakthrough hit, ‘Loaded’. In my opinion it’s one of the band’s finest pieces of songwriting and they romp through a fine version tonight.

Bassist Mani urges the crowd on as the band encore with ‘Loaded’ and ‘Movin’ On Up’ to send the hundreds of enthusiastic fans home happy that they’ve seen their favourite band on top form.

