Frightened Rabbit – Glasgow O2 ABC, 22nd December
“Thanks for coming to the Frightened Rabbit works night out,” singer and guitarist Scott Hutchison begins. This former cinema on Glasgow’s Sauchiehall Street is packed out. The band could have sold the 1250 capacity venue out twice over. It’s the biggest headline show in the group’s career and Hutchison is keen to savour every moment. He appears to be overcome by emotion once or twice throughout the evening.

Heavy snow has fallen in the city centre all day, but rumours of train cancellations, early closing for shops and pubs and people being snowed in doesn’t seem to have put any ticket holders off from seeing The Rabbits’ homecoming show.
Much of the set tonight is taken from their 2008 album ‘The Midnight Organ Fight’ and therefore it’s pretty much what the fans have turned up to hear. There’s much cheering and singing along to ‘Fast Blood’, The Modern Leper’ and ‘Old Old Fashioned’ among other favourites.
The Rabbits have spent much of 2009 recording their third album, ‘The Winter of Mixed Drinks’ but Hutchison promises, “We won’t bore you with too much of it.” It’s fair to say that the audience participation lulls a bit when the band play the two songs from the album that no one knows. Those being ‘Nothing Like You’ and ‘Living in Colour’. They both sound like they’ll be rabble rousers themselves at live shows once the album is released.

Only ‘Square Nine’ survives from their first album ‘Sing The Greys’. It’s their traditional set closer and is the perfect showcase for Grant Hutchison’s fantastic drumming as he pounds his kit for all he’s worth while the rest of the band troop off one by one.

Scott returns alone for the first song of the encore, an acoustic run through the tender ‘Poke’ which turns into a mass singalong.

A string section joins the band for their festive number ‘It’s Christmas So We’ll Stop’ before the night ends with ‘Keep Yourself Warm’. The Glasgow crowd revels in singing the opening refrain ‘My hole, I’ll get my hole’. It does however feel like the song’s suggestion that casual sex is largely unfulfilling is somewhat lost on those shouting the words up into the air. It all leads to quite a triumphant ending for Frightened Rabbit though. 
With a sold out show in Glasgow at Christmas it would have been hard for anyone to put a foot wrong, least of all a band that the city has taken to its heart over the last few years. The band does however turn in a show worthy of the audience’s fervour. With their new album due in the Spring of 2010 they can only build on their rising profile.
